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Date: 

Client Code: 
Facsimile No.: 

From: 

Subject: 
Docket No.: 
Applicants: 



Numrrrr *f pflp" c jngiadjpg jhis cover sheet: — 6_ 



Please confirm receipt of facsimile: Yes_X_ No 

Sir: 

Please see attached Request for Corrected Filing Receipt For Utility Application, with accompanying 
materials. 



Privileged and Confident - All infomuBoj, transmitted hereby is minded only for me use of the addresses) namcdabove If *c 
SSffZ mamSl not the intended recptew or the employee or ageni response for *l»v*nng<he o»nj* J 
reamenrfs) ptawe note max any distribunott or copying of this communication is stnctly prohibited. Anyone *ho received this 

above address via first class mail 
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Docket No: 3567.1001-000 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant: Dimiter S. Zagoroff 

Application No.: 10/69S 7 969 

Filed: October 31, 2003 

Confirmation No.: 8813 



Group: 3612 
Examiner: Not Assigned 



For: METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR REMOTE OPENING OF A TAILGATE 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING OR TRANSMISSION 
I ncrtbj ccanfy mat to* canespon4=o« * depose ed with mc Umwl 

SwTc* Postal Sen. ax: with swfcfcuwrt postage «* F »rs ? Class M * fl ,rt 211 

envelope addressed to Cojnrou»aonei for Paxcnu. P.O. Box H5o. Alexandria, 
VA 22313-U50, or Ubemg facsimile iranSnuwcdiPinc Um(*4Sw*> Patent 
and Trademark Office on: ^ 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

We hereby request that the following items of information be deleted from the Updated 
Filing Receipt for the subject application received in this office on May 24, 2004. 

An error/inconsistency m priority data exists in that the above referenced application is 
related, but does not claim the benefit of, the applications as listed on the Updated Filing Receipt. 
The errors and corrections appear below. 

Please delete all the references which claim benefit, as listed below the subheading 
"Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant". 
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T-892 P. 03/06 F-91T 



10/698,969 

Enciosed are copies of the Filing Receipt with changes noted in red and a copy of the firs 
page of the specification showing Related Applications only- 
Pursuant to instructions in the February 29, 2000 O.G., we hereby request that the errors 
which are identified above be corrected in the captioned application to which this request for 
correction is directed. It is understood that the Patent Office will issue an automatically- 
generated, corrected Filing Receipt in this and, if applicable, any other affected applications. 



Respectfully submitted, 

HAMILTON, BROOK, SMITH & REYNOLDS, P.C. 




Registration No.: 55,926 
Telephone: (978) 341-0036 
Facsimile: (978)341-0136 



Concord, MA 01742-91 33 



Date: 



PAGE 316 * RCVD AT 6/24/2004 2:54:24 PIK1 [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2!5 ' DNIS:74691 95 * CSID:1 978 341 0242 ' DURATION (mm-ss):02-20 



Jun-24-04 02:53pm From-HBSR 



1-978-341-0242 



T-892 P. 04/06 F-917 

rage i oi z 




United States Bsjent and Trademark Office 



" UNITED STATES DfcPAK'l"MENT uY COMMEHCt 
Uo^cd Si»v-» F«*on» Trud^wrl OCT*~ 





I ApPL NO 


RUNG OR 3?l 
rc) OaTE 


ART UNIT 


FlU FE£ REC D 


ATTY DOCKET NO 


J DRAWINGS j TOTCLWlS j IND ClMS j 


10/698,969 


10/31/2003 


3612 


450 


3567.1001-000 


5 17 3 



021005 

HAMILTON. BROOK, SMITH & REYNOLDS. P C. 
530 VIRGINIA ROAD 
P.O BOX 9133 
CONCORD. MA 01 742-91 33 



CONFIRMATION NO. 8813 
UPDATED RUNG RECEIPT 

IllllBIHIMlMr 

-OCQ00000012741452- 



Date Mailed 05/21/2004 



Reca.pt is acknowledged of tn.s regular Patent Apphcatm It : oe ™^ Q m N ^^"gj^ ^1? 
notified as to the results of the examination. Be sure to provide the U S -APPLICATION transmitted Dv 
NAME OF APPLICANT and TITLE OF INVENTION wnen inquiring aDout th.s application, rwtrwnrmea Dy 
e^S amft i are sub set to collection Please venly the accuracy of the data presented on tn.s receipt If an 
checK or draft are n su ^" \° ^ ol ^r: " r te / jte to ^ office of initial Patent Examination's Filing 

appropriate). 



Applicant^) 



Dimner S, Zagoroff, Lincoln. MA; 



Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant 

Tmp QPPin o iu ii QG Eonofit of 60/flOO.gBS Q7/2Q/aOQ3 ■ 

ond C l aims I mblCh u f QQ/00g, C 5 4 10/Q7/2QQ3 = — 

QDsta p rnv i nnn r>y appHsawt £ not Goncictont - with PTO rooordc 

Foreign Applications 

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 01/31/2004 
Projected Publication Date: 02/03/2005 
Non-Publication Request No 
Early Publication Request: No 
" SMALL ENTITY - 
Title 

Memod and apparatus for remote opening of a tailgate 



R 








MAY > 




HAMULUS 




SMlTri & Kv.'- 
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Preliminary Class 

296 



LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER 
Title 35, United States Code, Section 1B4 
Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15 

GRANTED 

set form .n 37 CFR 5. 15 Tt» fSPiK ; sYmS The license .s suoieci to revocation upon written notificalon Tne 
under 37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14 

This Lcense is to Be retained by Hie licensee and may be used at any time on or after the f^ e *!» 
unless^ ^revoKed. This ".cense is automat,ca|iy transferred to any related apphcabon^s) filed under 37 CFR 
1 53(d) This license is not retroactive 

The orant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibly of a licensee for the secur.ty of tfie subject 
man! a? imposS by any Government contract or the protons of ex lS bn 9 laws relating » espionage and the 
^S^tS^or t^e^M of technical data. Licensees should appnse themselves of current regulauons 
ZS2£^*&£* cenain countries, of other agencies, particularly ™<^«»^™ S'i 
Department of Safe (with respect to ™*£^ s %^ 

ExDort Administration, Department of Commerce (13 CFR 370 iu UJ). w» e unice 01 rwiwyn 
Department of Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy 

MOT GRANTED 

No license under 35 u.S C. 1 84 has been granted at this time. ,f tne phrase "IF REQUIRED F^ORElON FlUNG 
ncSES GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may st.ll petition for a license uncte r 37 CFR 
KfWSSS^SJSsDaS the expiration of 6 months from the f.hng date of the «p(Mm .it B months 
i£'££^S*ZF*m of this application and the licensee has not ^Sr^ffSS^ 
order under 35 U.S C 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5 15(0) 
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COPY 



T-892 P. 06/06 F-917 
PATENT APPLICATION 

Pocket No. 3567.1001 -000 



-1 



Date. 



Express Mail label Mn £V V SV_4.3 I HO I <S 



Inventor: DimiterS. Zagoroff 

Attorney's Docket No.: 3567.1001-000 



METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR REMOTE OPENING Of A TAILGATE 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This application is related to U.S. Application No. 10/417,414, filed April 15, 
2003; U.S. Application No. 10/12 1,747, filed April 12, 2002; U.S. Provisional 
5 Application No. 60/290,81 7, filed June 4, 2001, U.S. Provisional Application No. 

60/490,883, filed July 30, 2003; and U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/509,654, filed 
October 9, 2003, the entire teachings of which are herein incorporated by reference. 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

10 Electro-mechanical actuators are commonly used to unlatch doors in cars that 

have been styled to cover up the outside door handles. In the styling trade they are 
known as "poppers", and their primary purpose is to achieve a sleek appearance by 
eliminating the outside door handles. Their application to the tailgate of a pickup truck 
has been limited due to the resulting crash opening of the tailgate. Unlike the doors of a 

15 car, which are lunged vertically, tailgates are hinged horizontally along the bottom 
edge. Once a car door is unlatched, the door merely cracks open and remains in the 
cracked position until it is fuUy opened or closed manually. Once a tailgate is unlatched 
however, the spring loaded latch bolts flip it out, and gravity then pulls to the fully open 
position. Due to the heavy weight of the tailgate, typically exceeding 50 pounds, the 

20 ensuing crash is quite violent, like a drop hammer in nature, prone to damaging the 
truck, and potentially lethal to any bystander, child or pet. 
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